Recovery of native liver after heterotopic liver transplantation for fulminant hepatic failure: MR studies.
Heterotopic liver transplantation involves the transplantation of an auxiliary liver into the subhepatic space while leaving the native liver intact. This procedure is a viable treatment for select patients with fulminant hepatic failure who fail medical treatment. The MR-pathologic correlation of a patient who developed graft failure and recovered full function of her native liver after heterotopic liver transplantation is presented. Based on the imaging and biopsy findings, immunosuppression was withdrawn and the patient remains asymptomatic with normal liver function. Interpreters of imaging studies in this group of patients should not restrict their attention to the heterotopic graft. The return of the native liver in both a structural and functional sense is a clinically important phenomenon that can be detected with MR imaging.